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TIME’S “Hero of the Planet” 
Steve Strong visits Waterloo 

Solar panel guru promotes sun power \ 


by Greg Macdougall 

abridged —see complete article, ID # 7539 

S teve Strong, architect and founder of So¬ 
lar Design Associates, gave a talk to a full 
house, from the University of Waterloo and 
the greater community, on February 13. When 
asked why he came, he replied, “because I feel 
it is very important to get this message out to 
the students. The next generation is going to 
be faced with the task of having to make the 
transition to a post-petroleum world and 
from my perspective, they aren’t prepared, 
they really aren’t.” 

“We aren’t preparing our future engi¬ 
neers and our future architects anywhere near 
as much as we should, and we owe that to 
them. It is my generation that has laid waste 
to this planet, and set up the conventional 
systems which are consuming huge amounts 
of finite resources which are not going to be 
here when this generation of students reaches 
their role in professional practice.” 
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Strong made a compelling case for solar 
power, using a two-and-a-half-hour slide show 
that showcased many, many implementations 
of solar technology in both standard and 
spectacular architecture. 

He talked of how solar energy is cost- 
efficient in the long term for home- and 
business-owners. He also noted that simply 
by improving a building’s energy efficiency, 
using existing off-the-shelf technology, en¬ 
ergy consumption can be cut in half. 


Kevin Smith 
ID # 7538 

S ince 1906, public power has been the 
cornerstone of the Ontario economy, pro¬ 
viding electricity at cost to consumers and 
industry alike. This is expected to change 
soon. Driven by their free-market ideology, 
the Ontario Tory government are planning to 
sell off the pieces of what was once Ontario 
Hydro. 

The government has already split On¬ 
tario Hydro into Ontario Power Generation 
and Hydro One (the distribution network). 
This fall, they are planning on full privatiza¬ 
tion, meaning other private firms will be 
allowed to compete in the generation and sale 
of electricity. Then, Ontario Power Genera¬ 
tion will be required to sell two-thirds of its 
generating capacity within 10 years. 

Initially, the government said that com¬ 
petition would bring lower prices for all. 
Now, they acknowledge that prices are going 
up, but don’t see that as a problem. Ontario’s 



Market Design Committee, who are estab¬ 
lishing the rules for electricity deregulation in 
this province, puts it this way: Rising electric¬ 
ity rates give consumers “a reason to think 
about conservation, and a benchmark against 
which they can judge some of the supply 
options that competitive retailers in their area 
may offer.” 

Critics have been slow to realize the 
ramifications of this policy, but now many are 
vocally opposed to it, since it will result in 
higher prices, harm the environment, and will 
cost people jobs. 

Many critics use California as a case in 
point when talking about deregulation. At 
one point, California was praised as the model 
for free-market electricity. Last summer, elec¬ 
tricity prices tripled, as generating companies 
saw they could make more money by NOT 
supplying more electricity. These generating 
firms saw their profits rise last year by any¬ 
where from 47 per cent to an astounding 

continued on page 3 .. 
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The 

Kitchener-Waterloo 
Solidarity Network 
guide 

KWSN contact info: (519) 244-1140, 
or e-mail ontarw@indymedia.org 


The Communication Group.. 

.. will work on getting events and issues distributed by web, e- 
mail, phone, fax, and handout to as many people as possible. We need 
help with e-mail, layout, and audio for weekly event calendars and 
news blasts! 

The Editorial Group.. 

.. will work on collecting and generating articles for a larger 
version of the K-W Indymedia paper - Blind Spot - and distributing 
it wherever we can. We need help with articles, pictures, editing, 
layout, and distribution! 

The Fundraising Group.. 

.. will work on exploring the possibilities of various joint 
fundraising initiatives, like direct mail and grant writing. We need 
people with creative ideas, as well as folks who don’t mind phoning 
and stuffing envelopes! 


This paper consists of articles available on the Ontario web site, at 
ontario.indymedia.org . To find an article, type in the article ID 
number in the box at the top left of the screen, or use the search tool 
underneath. 


Communication channels 

- Web sites - 

K-W Solidarity Network 

ontario.indymedia.org/kwsolidarity 

K-W Blind Spot 

ontario.indymedia.org/blindspot 

Event calendar for region 
CommunityEvents.ca 

- E-mail listservs - 

kw-discuss@pirg.uwaterloo.ca 

announce@pirg.uwaterloo.ca 

imc-waterloo-print@indymedia.org 

imc-waterloo-stories@indymedia.org 

imc-ontario-stories@indymedia.org 

see the KWSN web site for more listserv information 

- Announce Lists - 

The K-W and Ontario Independent Media Centres compile News 
Blasts and distribute through an e-mail list. News Blasts consist of 
selected stories from the IMC network: local, provincial, national, and 
international stories and notices. 

To receive News Blasts, sign on to the K-W or Ontario announce lists: 

kw-announce@pirg.uwaterloo.ca 

imc-ontario-announce@indymedia.org 

Visit pirg.uwaterloo.ca/cgi-bin/mailman/listinfo/kw-announce or 
lists.indymedia.org/mailman/listinfo/imc-ontario-announce to sign on 
to a list. 

- Meetings - 

Meetings are currently held the FIRST TUESDAY of every month 
(communication, fundraising, and the IMC) and the THIRD THURS¬ 
DAY of every month (Blind Spot editorial), both meetings at 7:3 0 p.m. 

Contact us for details. 


OUR PAPER 

Blind Spot is the print project of the Kitchener-Waterloo Independent Media Centre (IMC). It is currently published on a (biP)monthly basis. 
Initial funds for printing have been provided by Waterloo Public Interest Research Group (WPIRG). We are always looking for feedback 
and people looking to get involved. Contact us by phone at (519) 244-1140 or email: imc-waterloo-print@indymedia.org. Our current 
printing costs are approximately $0.25 a paper; if you would like to help support us financially, we encourage you to cover the costs of one 
year’s printing (10 issues) for 2 papers — $5; for 4 papers — $10; for 8 papers — $20; for 20 papers — $50; or for 40 papers — $100. 

OUR BIAS 

The corporate media aren’t honest about their biases. They try to pass off their news and reporting as “objective,” even though the interests 
of the owners and advertisers, as well as the personal biases of the reporters and editors shape every word. At the Independent Media Centres, 
we encourage ordinary people to become the media, and give voice to the concerns of the environmental and social justice movements. We 
will try to reflect discussions and debates happening within these movements, but with our limited space, we can’t cover all perspectives. 
For the corporate perspective, refer to the corporate media. Anyone can publish articles and comments to our websites: 

ontario.indymedia.org and www.indymedia.org 
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Ontario electricity deregulation happens May 1st 


Web sites about deregulation 


electricitycoalition.org 

Ontario group working to unite oppo¬ 
sition against deregulation 

www.20ntario.com/facts/ 

factl5.asp 

Ontario government’s site for industry, 
where they boast of Ontario’s (already) 
low electricity prices [click on the green 
bar graph to get price comparisons] 


publicpower.ca 

Ontario NDP site about deregulation 

customer.hydroonenetworks.com/ 

deregulation/ 

Information from Hydro One 

electricitychoices.org 

Information about your options from 
an environmentally-friendly perspective 


continued from page 1 .. 

1,800 per cent. 

Nora Whitcotton lives in El Cajon, just 
outside of San Diego. She is 63, suffers from 
a host of lung diseases and lives on a social 
security cheque of $732 a month. Switching 
off her 500-watt oxygen machine is not an 
option when prices rise. When her rates tri¬ 
pled last summer, she had to pay $129 more 
every month on her power bill. So, she saves 
electricity by keeping the lights off in her 
apartment. 

Although the Ontario Liberals favour the 
privatization of the hydro utility, the NDP 
have started a campaign against it, and have 
launched a website, http://publicpower.ca, to 
talk about the issue. Some of their arguments 
are taken directly from the Ontario govern¬ 
ment’s website. There, the government tells 
industry to move to Ontario because of the 
cheap energy prices, showing the low prices 
here, and the much higher prices in the sur¬ 
rounding region. 

The problem is that if the market de¬ 
cides, our electricity will flow to the other 
regions, and the cost will go up. Once our 
energy is privatized, it becomes subject to free 
trade rules under NAFTA, and we will have 
little say over how it is managed after that. 


The coal-fired plants in Ontario are usu¬ 
ally only used at times of peak demand. How¬ 
ever, critics argue that privatized power gen¬ 
eration companies will run these plants at full 
capacity, to feed a hungry U.S. electricity 
market. This will create even more smog in 
southern Ontario. 

The privatization will also mean job loss. 
Ontario Power Generation has announced 
that they will shed 2000 jobs as the company 
privatizes its assets. Beyond that, higher elec¬ 
tricity prices will mean that some institutions 
will have less money for staff, and some of 
them will have to go. 

Some environmentalists see an upside to 


the deregulation scheme as well. Plans are in 
place to create “green power”, which will be 
sold to the Ontario market (generated by 
windmills, solar cells, and other clean meth¬ 
ods). Since the price won’t cover the cost at 
first, these people will be selling “green tags” 
- a donation to subsidize the cost of green 
power until it is large enough to pay for itself. 

Critics are confident that this deal can be 
overturned before the fall. Polls show that 
49% of the Ontario population are “strongly 
opposed” to this deal. Groups like the Coun¬ 
cil of Canadians, organized labour, and par¬ 
ties like the NDP are determined to mobilize 
people to put a stop to privatization. 


Peace action list formed 


Deregulation workshop 

Towards a brighter future? 
Electricity Deregulation in Ontario 

Wed March 20 Thurs March 21 

Understanding the proposal Responding to the proposal 

Each session runs from 7 - 10 p.m. and admission is free. 

70 King St. E., Kitchener (across from Market Square) 

capacity for 100 — RSVP appreciated, but not necessary 
(thegroup@civics.ca or 569-8024) 


A list is being formed, by e- 
mail for now, to raise 
awareness and plan actions 
around peace and foreign policy 
— and also to share informa¬ 
tion about projects already 
underway by both local and 
national groups focused on spe¬ 
cific aspects of peace work. 

Canadian troops are now 
serving in Afghanistan in a com¬ 
bat role under US command, 
and war clouds are looming 
again over Iraq. The first action 
which the Peace List is under¬ 
taking is to circulate a letter to 
Prime Minister Chretien, en¬ 
closed in this issue of the Blind 
Spot. Readers are urged to sign 
it, make copies, and mail them 
(no stamp) to The Right Hon¬ 
ourable Jean Chretien, The 


Honourable Bill Graham [For¬ 
eign Affairs Minister], Brian 
Pallister [Alliance foreign af¬ 
fairs critic], Svend Robinson 
[NDP foreign affairs critic], and 
your own MP [Andrew Telegdi 
or Karen Redman] - at: 

House of Commons, 

Ottawa, K1A 0A6. 

Or write something in your own 
words, or e-mail them (formula 
is: Smith.J@parl.gc.ca). 

The weekend of March 23 
and 24 is packed with peace 
events: an evening with Stephen 
Lewis, a vigil in Victoria Park, 
and a fundraising dinner for aid 
for Iraq. See coming events 
column. 

To be a part of the peace 
list, e-mail eleanor@sgci.com 
or phone 570-9680. 


Open to anyone interested 
in learning about the upcoming 
deregulation of electricity in On¬ 
tario. 

Both sessions will involve 
explanations, suggestions and 
commentary from a panel of 


knowledgeable people. Sessions 
will also provide ample time for 
questions and discussion. 

Sponsored by the Civics Re¬ 
search Group. More information 
and updates at: www.fes.uwater- 
loo.ca/research/hrc/civics/ 
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Project Iraq in Waterloo 


by Stephen Lockwood 
ID # 7537 

M ore than 1.5 million people dead ... 

over 500 000 of them are children ... 
100% increase in childhood leukemia ... and 
a severe shortage of food, medical, and school 
supplies. This is the reality that is faced by the 
people of Iraq due to the sanctions placed on 
them by the UN. 

It has now been 12 years since the UN 
established one of the harshest economic 
blockades in history on the men, women and 
children of Iraq. These sanctions have not 
only caused the direct deaths of over 1.5 
million people — they have also severely 
crippled the Iraqi economy. With virtually no 
trade, the Iraqi currency quickly lost most of 
its value. Due to the shortages caused by the 
blockade, prices of nearly all basic necessities 
rose. While the people of Iraq have been 
suffering deprivation and hunger, another 
danger has been looming, literally, over their 
heads: the bombs of the combined air forces 
of the United States and Britain. 


In January of 2002, Project Iraq was 
formed with one concrete goal: humanitarian 
aid for the people of Iraq. There are only a 
handful of groups that actually deliver any 
sizeable quantity of food and medical sup¬ 
plies to Iraq. 

Through a comprehensive fundraising 
plan, we intend to raise $500,000 in food, 
medical and school supplies. Our plan puts us 
in contact with ambassadors, pharmaceutical 
companies, politicians, community activists, 
schools, and a range of other groups and 
individuals. We have decided on this plan 
because we have been moved by the plight of 
our brothers and sisters in Iraq. We know that 
we have access to great resources and we will 
therefore do all we can to make the best 
possible use of these resources to achieve our 
goal. Project Iraq is not a feel-good group, but 
a disciplined organization that intends to do 
real, material work to alleviate the suffering 
of our brothers and sisters in Iraq. 

In order to carry out this work, we will 
need a lot of support from the community. 
Project Iraq meets every Tuesday at 6 p.m. at 



Project Iraq 
Contact info 

Gloria Ichim at 519-888-4882 or 
proj ect_iraq@hotmail.com 

Web site 

http://pirg.uwaterloo.ca/groups/ 

projectiraq 

Fundraising dinner 

March 24, 2002 at 6 p.m 
UW Math & Computer Building 
Rooms 2034 

featuring films and speakers about the 
situation in Iraq 


WPIRG, which is located in the University of 
Waterloo Student Life Centre, room 2139. 
These meetings are open to everyone who 
would like to get involved and help send 
much needed humanitarian aid to Iraq. 


International Women’s Day, March 8 




Pictures taken from a march organized by women from Mary s Place in downtown 
Kitchener 


by Kevin Smith 
pictures — ID# 7462 
story—ID #7477 

A pproximately 30 women took their mes¬ 
sage to the streets of downtown Kitchener 
and to city hall on March 8, in a march 
organized by women from Mary’s Place, a 
local women’s shelter. 

International Women's Day is an oppor¬ 
tunity for women to celebrate the progress 
they've made, but also to focus on what needs 
to be done. The participants were thankful to 
have each other, and a shelter (Mary's Place) 
where they could stay. But they also said that 
they need affordable housing and good social 
supports to live to their potential. 

One of the speakers, Joan Hrynkiw, was 
calling for the homeless to have more options. 
"There needs to be more flexibility in the 
social services", she says. 

Many of the homeless women made use 
of the megaphone. One woman, Salina, com¬ 
mented on the fact that it is hard as a minor to 
find a trustee who is trustworthy to handle 
her money for her. She asks for more money 
to survive, along with lower rents, and more 
respect. "Everyone has a reason why they're 
homeless — it doesn't mean they're not 
people." ... <more online> 
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Discrimination towards disabled is a 
criteria of corporate government 


by Carole Payne 
ID # 7533 

T oday’s corporate-driven Liberals obsess 
on debt reduction to “save” future gen¬ 
erations. In harsh reality, the present genera¬ 
tion of disabled Canadians are paying the 
price. Investments in their potential and safe 
keeping are expenditures to be avoided. 
“Tough decisions” translate to propagandiz¬ 
ing the disabled as “users of the system”. 
Desensitizing society to the Charter rights 
and needs of people who require supportive 
benefits is mere strategy for the bottom line. 

The Liberal “revision” of the Disability 
Tax Credit (T2201) is purposefully ambigu¬ 
ous and misleading in order to stonewall 
citizens with mental impairments. Anxiety 
triggered by bureaucracy is enough stress for 
anyone. It is an excellent power play to con¬ 
trol those already living with a delicate psyche 
or physique. Every hard-working Canadian 
should “pull up their boot straps”, even if they 
can’t tie their own shoes or afford a new pair 
when necessary! 


Families are challenging Revenue Canada 
in Tax Court, in hopes of regaining some 
ground. Check “yes” or “no”: “Can your 
patient think, perceive and remember?” If 
breathing, we all “think” on some level. Some 
people with mental impairments may think 
irrationally — thoughts are confused and can 
even be delusional. Medication alleviates some 
symptons but each day is still a struggle. 

These questions are not based on medi¬ 
cal or psychiatric practice. One can only 
ponder what bureacrat created such a pa¬ 
thetic and inept criteria. Now, doctors are put 
in the middle with little knowledge of the tax 
law. The tax law itself hasn’t changed. The 
process has. It has become discriminatory 
rather than fair and equitable in order to 
actively disqualify disabled citizens from their 
right to support. 

When considering medical supplies, spe¬ 
cial diets and the financial toll to remodel a 
house in order to facilitate mobility, the re¬ 
duction in taxable income can make all the 
difference for a healthy, proactive life. 

Our “perception” must be clear as we 


celebrate true democracy and educate others 
by respecting the rights of Canada’s disabled. 

Carole Payne is a disability advocate and 
Council of Canadians member residing in 
Cambridge, Ontario. 

Write about your concerns to: 

Your MP 

House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 

Dr. Carolyn Bennet, MP, St, Paul’s 

Chair, Sub-Committee on the Status of 

Persons With Disabilities 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0A6 

Hon. Elinor Caplan P. C., MP 
Minister of National Revenue 
658 Confederation Building 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 


Protests against World Economic Forum 


NYPD brutalize 
Black Bloc 

by Warcry 

edited for length by Kevin 
see complete article, ID # 7535 

T he World Economic Forum protests in 
January of 2002 were the first major 
protests to occur in New York City since the 
attack on the World Trade Centre. Police 
were definitely on high alert during this cam¬ 
paign, and used violence to dissuade demon¬ 
strators from getting out of hand. 

In what appeared to be a preventive 
terror tactic, NYPD rushed into a peacefully 
assembled crowd — specifically the Black 
Bloc, and started swinging their riot batons 
and snatching people. The police caused a 
little bit of a stampede as they viciously charged 
the protest, and employed some pepper spray. 
NYPD shattered the shields in the front line of 
the bloc, made of supposedly shatterproof 
fiberglass. When the police charged the group 


and tried to snatch people away, they were 
somewhat successful, but still had a lot of 
trouble getting people, since the bloc’s arms 
were linked. When people tripped or fell, 
others came to their aid. 

Some bloc members are considering an 
investment in motorcycle helmets with face 
shields, after arrestees had their faces shoved 
into the pavement. Others gathered around 
the arrestees, yelling “Let them go!”, “The 
whole world is watching!”, and “Shame! 
Shame!”. The police were called “terrorists” 
and “American Taliban”, in addition to the 
usual “nazi pigs”, etc. 

This unprovoked attack on the black 
bloc at 59th and 5th — in the sunny park — 
before they even started marching to the 
Waldorf was one of three such charges by 
NYPD into a peaceful assembly of the bloc 
during the protests. 

The police attack seemed aimed at ter¬ 
rorizing, discouraging and targeting the more 
radical elements of the movement, who are 
more oriented around direct action. 


Although this was discouraging for the 
black bloc, many were also further radicalized 
and educated by the experience. Their resist¬ 
ance may actually grow stronger as a result, 
from this experience. 

A Canadian Quebec / FTAA veteran told 
this reporter that although NYPD is like an 
occupying army and violent, we, as protest¬ 
ers, dissenters, etc., STILL have a lot of choices 
in how and what we do, and our fear level is 
in our heads, and that we don‘t have to OBEY 
and we CAN explore radical options... and be 
HARDCORE. This also means reaching out 
to cultivate that level of resistance in our own 
communities. 

This violent and unprovoked behaviour 
of the NYPD makes peaceful protest a less 
attractive option. The actions of the police 
make it very difficult to be peaceful. But if 
protestors are violent, then they have greater 
reason to use even more violence. Its been 
termed “the provocateur state” — they pro¬ 
voke, in order to crush. It’s important for 
protestors not to play into that dynamic. 
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Seeing Argentina from here 


by Michael Brown 
edited for length by Donna 
see complete article, ID # 7529 

C hristmas in Argentina: At the presiden¬ 
tial palace in Buenos Aires, furious peo¬ 
ple banged pots and pans. In the streets, 
shotgun blasts were heard amidst smoke, 
spray from water-cannons, and teargas. Job¬ 
less Argentines waved the blue-and-white na¬ 
tional flag. Their slogans urged President 
Fernando de la Rua to quit — the people felt 
that this would be the best Christmas gift they 
could have. 

Their anger was directed at the govern¬ 
ment, which has mismanaged the economy 
and impoverished thousands. While a wealthy 
few told middle- and working-class Argentines 
to tighten their belts, former economy minis¬ 
ter Domingo Cavallo forced pension cuts, 
public sector wage cuts, and other aus¬ 
terity measures to please foreign credi¬ 
tors and their rich clients. 

Viviana Patroni, director of York 
University’s Centre for Research on 
Latin American and the Caribbean, said 
in the National Post last December, 
“There is a sense that no one is in 
control. The political crisis is as great as 
the economic one ... and people feel 
betrayed and angry. ” But the political crisis IS 
an economic crisis. The Argentine economy 
has been engineered to serve one class of 
people at the expense of others. 

Argentines who suffer from imposed aus¬ 
terity measures take no part in political re¬ 
structuring. And while they do not have a 
sense of who is in control, others do. 

In July 2001, President de la Rua signed 
an austerity plan with the International Mon¬ 
etary Fund (IMF), declaring “it will bring 
confidence to the markets.” National and 
international media touted gospel about how 
“the markets boosted upon hearing news of 
the accord.” 

“Markets” — this euphemism clouds 
our thinking about the powerful few who are 
the principal “invisible market forces” in con¬ 
trol of Argentina’s economy, sacrificing its 
people for the sake of higher returns. 

The IMF Survey Report provides insight 
into who calls the shots. A December 10, 
2001 article entitled “Countries need to keep 
investors better informed” stresses that IMF 
clients must suggest what global markets need 
“even in the face of regional turmoil.” 

IMF clients and investors are at once 


creators and regulators of global markets. 
They benefit from their own decisions, de¬ 
stroy domestic economies and impoverish 
thousands of people. IMF administrators 
apply tough medicine to societies on behalf of 
affluent clients—no matter the consequences. 

When US President George W. Bush, 
Canada’s Prime Minister Jean Chretien and 
Mexican President Vicente Fox urged the 
Argentine government to resolve the Argen¬ 
tine crisis in a “democratic and peaceful way,” 
they hoped to prevent the flight of capital 
from the country. 

These same government leaders would 
never issue a joint statement addressing Ar¬ 
gentina’s real problems - reduced public ex¬ 
penditure, non-payment of public sector sala¬ 
ries, the sell-off of government corporations 
to foreign buyers, soaring interest rates on 
debt payments, etc. 


Of course, the wealthy can cushion them¬ 
selves against downturns. What’s more, the 
IMF, the World and Banks and the World 
Trade Organization fluff the cushions by in¬ 
tervening on their behalf. 

An illustration: in early 1995, the US, 
Canada, and other governments and financial 
institutions rescued the Mexican peso with 
$50-billion — mostly taxpayers’ money. So¬ 
ciety readjusts to lower expectations and deep¬ 
ening impoverishment. Yet a privileged mi¬ 
nority prospers, a minority which already 
benefits from subsidies, bail-outs, tax deduc¬ 
tions and havens, direct participation in policy 
making, military and police protection — the 
list is inexhaustible. 

The connection between Argentina’s 
plight and our own extends beyond ideology 
and practice. The IMF administration and its 
clients live in a separate world of conferences 
and summits, indifferent to how their actions 
affect our personal lives. 

It should come as no surprise that the 
same names crop up among lists of interna¬ 
tional investors, shareholders and executives 
of multinational corporations, members of 
national bank associations and business coun¬ 


cils, donors to 
business 
think-tanks, 
advisors to governments, founders and ex¬ 
ecutive members of international business 
organizations, financial institutions, trade tri¬ 
bunals, and so on. But these people remain 
enigmatic, able to wreak economic chaos and 
human suffering for the sake of “global mar¬ 
ket needs”. 

When today’s economic ailments are criti¬ 
cized, slurs such as “bleeding heart”, “left- 
wing nut”, “conspiracy theorist”, “roman¬ 
tic”, “idealist” shut down discussion. A nor¬ 
mal person should be trained to speak overly 
technical, vague, and prevaricating language 
that abstracts our thoughts from actual cir¬ 
cumstances! 

In Argentina, as here, citizens never hear 
why there’s a huge and growing debt, to 
whom it is owed, and why they suffer 
harsh times for the sake of those who 
don’t. But shadowy reforms and the 
veneer of democracy eventually force 
the population to refuse to live in con¬ 
ditions they did not agree to. 

The people of Argentina rightly criti¬ 
cized President de la Rua and his admin¬ 
istration for not providing jobs and for 
his inability to understand what the 
people are going through. And they have 
targeted some of the possible culprits by 
setting fire to downtown banks and a 
McDonald's in Buenos Aires. 

Economists, analysts and their affiliates 
should pay attention to the mess they make 
but don’t live in. Argentina’s people are eco¬ 
nomic experts as well: they experience how 
current economic policies do not work — for 
them. 

Until the roots of destabilization are ad¬ 
dressed, no amount of police repression, no 
militarized zones, no anti-terrorist legisla¬ 
tion, no border control will deter united 
people. Such small-minded, regressive ac¬ 
tions will simply pour more oil on the flames. 

When the needs of the people are appro¬ 
priately and proactively addressed in policies, 
law, international treaties and so forth, then 
societies and economies will be able to settle 
into more stable patterns. 

We can choose to take the red pill, as the 
character Neo does in the Hollywood movie 
The Matrix’ and discover the connections 
between Argentina’s plight and our own. 

Or we can remain ignorant of what the 
real world can teach us. 


The Argentine economy has 
been engineered to serve 
one class of people at the 
expense of the others 
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Defending the rights of all 


May Day conference in K-W 


Local events 

— end of April, start of May — 


by May Day Planning Committee 
ID # 7530 

O n Tuesday, February 26, the 
K-W Youth Collective 
hosted an organizing meeting in 
preparation for a May Day Con¬ 
ference and Action to be held in 
Kitchener on May 4th. Repre¬ 
sentatives from different regions 
of Ontario attended and planned 
a meeting for the movement 
against the anti-social offensive 
in Ontario. This conference will 
bring people together to discuss 
how to develop the struggle in 
the coming period. 

Much of the discussion cen¬ 
tred around the various ways in 
which the people in Canada and 
around the world are waging an 
all-out struggle to affirm their 
rights. 

Steelworkers discussed the 
back room deals and hidden agen¬ 
das they face in their own unions 
— just like the deals they see in 
the Federal and Provincial gov¬ 
ernments on a regular basis. Ac¬ 
tivists from K-W discussed their 
experience with building “the 
spot,” a youth drop-in and re¬ 
source centre which was fought 
for by many of the youth in K-W. 
They wanted to host the confer¬ 
ence to show that people can 
build their own alternatives to 
the current system, and take ac¬ 
tion to help the people. 

Activists from Windsor, 


On Saturday March the 16th from 
1-4 p.m., the Ontario Common 
Front will be hosting a People's 
Assembly in Wordsworth Col¬ 
lege at the University of Toronto. 

The purpose is for activists 
to meet, network and discuss prior 
to the mobilizations taking place 
against the Tory Leadership Con¬ 
vention on March 22nd and 23 rd. 

For info: www.tao.ca/~ocf 


Guelph, and Cambridge also dis¬ 
cussed the struggles they are wag¬ 
ing in their own cities and the 
ways that they are resisting the 
current society. The organizing 
committee decided that May Day 
would be an opportunity to step 
up work on all of these fronts. 

Everyone agreed that May 
Day should be an opportunity for 
open discussion of all of the prob¬ 
lems the movement is facing, in 
order to strengthen the unity of 
all those fighting for the progress 
of society. As well, the confer¬ 
ence will be dedicated to our 
comrade Aaron Love (Lubby) 
who was so dedicated to the strug¬ 
gle, and to seeing “the spot” be¬ 
come a reality. 

It was decided that the con¬ 
ference would be held at “the 
spot” during the day on May 4th. 
In the evening, conference par¬ 
ticipants and others in the area 
would be able to participate in an 
action focused on opposing the 
criminalization of youth, work¬ 
ers, and the poor that is rampant 
in the downtown core and 
throughout K-W. 

All those interested in at¬ 
tending should contact the or¬ 
ganizing committee at 
youth_space@hotmail.com or 
call “the spot” at 578-1425. Peo¬ 
ple can also drop by “the spot” at 
119-B King St. W. in Kitchener 
(across from the Lyric) any day 
after 4 p.m. 


Dining with the Tories! 

Friday, March 22 — 6:30 PM 
RALLY & SNAKE MARCH 
MOSS PARK (QUEEN & 
SHERBOURNE) 

Take Back Ontario 2002 
Saturday, March 23 — 12 noon 
RALLY & SNAKE MARCH 
ALLAN GARDENS (CARLTON 
& SHERBOURNE) 


April 20-2 1 

Clean Air Fair — contact 
Shelley Bolden, 883-2008x5299 
bshelley@region. Waterloo, on. ca 

April 28 

Day of Mourning for Workers 
Killed and Injured on the Job 
contact the Waterloo Regional 
Labour Council, 743-8301 

May 1 

International Worker’s Holiday 

May 3 

Energy Conservation Workshop 
contact 578-9570, wwow@web.net 


On April 20, a protest will be 
held in the capital of the U.S.A. 
against war, racism and poverty, 
in defense of civil rights and civil 
liberties., and to demand the re¬ 
peal of the USA Patriot Act. 

A Mass Assembly will take 
place at the White House on Sat- 


The Bush administration has or¬ 
dered the Pentagon to draft con¬ 
tingency plans for the use of nu¬ 
clear weapons against at least 
seven countries. [ID # 7489] 

The putdown “You’re not a con¬ 
spiracy theorist, are you?” has 
had its day! Important article by 
the host of VisionTV Insight’s 
“The Great Deception”, Barrie 
Zwicker. [ID # 7487] 

Toronto Mobilization for Global 
Justice is calling on all anti-glo¬ 
balization and social justice activ¬ 
ists to participate in the upcoming 
actions at the Tory Leadership 
Convention, March 22 and 23, 
called by the Ontario Common 
Front (OCF) [ID # 7397] 


May 3, 4 8c 5 

From the Ground Up: 
Bridging Sustainable Actions in 
Waterloo Region and Beyond! 
contact Heather Cain, Social 
Planning Council of K-W, 579-3800 
spckw@waterlooregion. org 

May 4 

May Day Conference 
(see article) 

May 5 

5th Annual Dandelion Festival and 
1st Pesticide Free Walkabout 
Contact Susan Koswan, 578-8508, 
dandelion@gto.net 


urday the 20th at 11:00 a.m. 

For more information see 
www.internationalanswer.org 

or email ANSWER@afgj.org, or 
call New York 212-633-6646, 
Washington 202-543-2777, Chi¬ 
cago 773-583-7728, San Fran¬ 
cisco 415-821-6545 


Transcript of an interview from 
Alex Jones Radio Show with Greg 
Palast, a journalist for the BBC 
and London Observer, after he’d 
debriefed former World Bank 
chief economist, Joe Stiglitz, 
who’d been fired by the World 
Bank. [ID # 7394] 

Report from the North-East Re¬ 
gional Consulta Against the G8 
in Ottawa Feb 16-17. Plans for a 
regional action; specifically, two 
days of action against the G8 in 
Ottawa on June 26-27, 2002, 
while the G8 Leaders Meeting 
takes place in Kananaskis. 

[ID # 7390] 

The Neoliberal War on the Poor 
—which side are we on? [#7388] 


Tory Leadership Convention 


A.N.S.W.E.R. — April 20 — Washington, D.C. 


Ontario.indymedia.org story summaries 

To read the article online, find it using the article ID number 
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Blind Spot 


March 2002 


To a fallen revolutionary 

“Wherever death may surprise us, let it be welcome, provided that this—our battle cry may have 
reached some receptive ear, and another hand may be extended to wield our weapons, and other 
people be ready to intone the funeral dirge with the staccato singing of the machine guns, and 
new battle cries of war and victory. " — Che Guevara 


Activist Calendar 

Thurs March 14, 8:30 PM 

Tibetan Freedom Concert 
The Bombshelter (University of Waterloo) 
Local bands! Info: Jenn Watson, email 
watsonjenn@hotmail.com or call 888-4882 — All 
are welcome. Admission: $3 or pay what you can 


“The only way to wipe the smile off my face is to fill it with bullets " —Aaron Love (paraphrased) 


Aaron Love fingers two adversaries during a protest at 
the Organization of American States (OAS) meeting in 
Windsor, in June of 2000. 


by Julian Ichim 
ID # 7528 

O n March 2nd, at around 6:00 
a.m., a car crash robbed our 
community of a great person and 
dedicated revolutionary—Aaron 
Love. Aaron, or Lubby as he was 
called by some, was loved by many 
people and affected many lives. 

As a friend he was always there 
when things went bad, as a thinker 
and writer for “whats up chuck” 
and “moment of insurrection”, 
he provided revolutionary analy¬ 
ses and a slap in the face to arm¬ 
chair activists. As a dedicated revo¬ 
lutionary, he fought injustice and 
any manifestation of the repres¬ 
sive state, from power-tripping 
pigs to world bankers. Living by 
the statement he coined, a 
clenched fist means nothing if you are not 
willing to use it, Lubby contributed a great 
deal to the anti-capitalist struggle both here 
and abroad. In the fall of 1998, Aaron Love 
joined the K-W Youth Collective, a radical 
organization that fought against the 
criminalization of youth and for the creation 
of youth liberated space in downtown 
Kitchener. With the Youth Collective, Lubby 
helped initiate the serving of free food at 
Kitchener City Hall by Food Not Bombs and 
fought with the people against the attempts of 
the city, the health department and the police 
to shut it down. 

Lubby, who himself was a target of police 
repression, fought hard against police and 
security by organizing and speaking at public 
meetings, such as “Youth And The Police: 
why can’t we just get along?” There, he 
exposed the police for what they are, an 
armed wing of the state. However, as a man 
of action he did not just talk about these 


issues. When a young woman was searched, 
“patted down” and banned from city hall by 
security guards, Lubby took action and helped 
organize a demonstration and resistance that 
led to a change in the security policy. Because 
of this, and similar campaigns, you don’t see 
security guards handing out any tickets today. 

As a well-informed internationalist, he 
realized the importance of fighting neoliberal 
globalization and participated in demonstra¬ 
tions in Windsor, Washington and Quebec. 
He also taught people about these issues 
through his writings and his work in the 
economic literacy group at Global Commu¬ 
nity Centre. Lubby’s role in fighting the sys¬ 
tem paved the way for the creation of the 
Spot (a youth drop-in centre in downtown 
Kitchener). His battle cry will continue to 
reach many receptive ears. His ideas have 
influenced many people, and many hands will 
extend to wield his weapons and continue to 
intensify the disruption. 


BlindSpot is made available at many locations throughout the K-W area. An effort is made to ensure 
copies are always available at: WPIRG (University of Waterloo Student Life Centre, 2nd Floor); 
The Working Centre (43 Queen St, Kitchener); Moody Blues Book Cafe (68 Regina St N, Waterloo); 
K-W Bookstore (306 King St W, Kitchener); and Old Goat Books (99 King St N, Waterloo). 



March 14-17 

Rainbow Reels Queer Film Festival 
March 14, 11 PM 

Princess Cinema, 6 Princess St., Waterloo 
March 15-17, 7 PM to 10 PM each night 
University of Waterloo Davis Centre, room 1302 
Info: wpirg. org/rainbowreels . or call 888-4882 

Fri March 15, 12 PM 

GMO Food Labelling Protest 
Beechwood Zehr's (Erb & Fischer-Hallman) 
Info: Neill at 742-7092, 
anstewar@fes. uwaterloo. ca 

Sat March 16, 7 PM 

Guatemala Coffee House and Movie 
First Mennonite Church 
800 King St E, Kitchener (at Stirling) 

Info: 244-1140, ontario@indymedia.org 

Sun March 17, 2 PM 

Economic Globalization Community Meeting 
Waterloo Adult Recreation Centre (185 King 
St.S. @ Allen) — Meeting to mobilize around the 
G8 summit in Kananaskis, Alberta, with a 
focus on local and regional actions. All welcome. 

Sat March 23, lO AM - 2 PM 

BarterWorks Market Day 
43 Queen St. South, Kitchener 
Info: Greg 749-1911, bworks@barterworks.org 
BarterWorks is a local trading network of busi¬ 
nesses, individuals and community organizations. 
www. barterworks. org 

Sat March 23, 7:30 PM 

Stephen Lewis lecture: “The world is falling apart: 
What role civil society?” 

Project Ploughshares’ 25th anniversary 
The Cedars, 543 Beechwood Dr., Waterloo 
Free tickets: phone 888-6541 x256, or e-mail 
wstocker@ploughshares. ca 

Sun March 24, 7 PM 

Peace Pilgrimage Witness 
a meditative candlelight pilgrimage for peace. 
Victoria Park Clock Tower, downtown Kitchener 
Info: Carrie Harder, 894-5062, or e-mail 
eleanor@sgci. com 

For more events, check the 
online calendar at: Community Events, ca 
or phone the event hotline at 658-8944 


Please help keep this paper alive — pass it on when you're through with it. Thanks. 





















